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FROM THE PRESIDENT —JOHN KELSEY

The first order of business is a reminder of our
annual holiday party. It will be at the James Lee
Center on Wednesday, December 17 beginning

at 6:30 instead of our normal 7:30 start time for
meetings. It will be in room 113, which is a change
of location for those of you with good memories,
because the labs are torn up for renovation of th
building’s heating system.

This is a potluck dinner, and everyone is asked t(
bring a dish to share. Remember that you donj
need to feed the entire group — there’s alwaystplen
of food. The Chapter will provide soft drinks,
water, paper products, and utensils. Casseroles Ir
other main dishes, side dishes, salads, and dessejjt
are encouraged. | hope that all of you can come.

At the party, we will try to dispose quickly of two
items of business:

You will be asked to vote for a slate of

Don’t be a mean one,
Mr. Grinch!

Come to the NVC's 2012 Christmas Par
Rm 113 at the James Lee Center!
Starts a6:30 pm on December 2th.

officers for 2013. The slate includes:

o Vice President — Chris Havlicek

o Corresponding Secretary — Maggie
Johnson

0 Treasurer — Isabella Pease

o Chapter Certification Liaison — Ann
Wood

o Chapter Webmaster — Diane Schug-
O'Neill

o Datum Point Editor — Patrick O’Neill

The slate does not include a candidate for
president or for recording secretary. That's
simply because, after contacting more than
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twenty Chapter members, we have been
unable to find someone willing to take on
those positions. Maggie has agreed to step
up and perform the duties of both the
recording and corresponding secretaries.
We should still try and fill this position as
soon as we can.

Regarding the presidency, | offer the
following basic “to do” list based other
experiences as president of the NVC:

1. Chair the monthly meeting

2) Write a monthly President’s Message for
theDatum Point

3) Go to ASV Board meetings
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Beyond those items, the president can pretty much
decide to do as much or as little as he or shesvant

| should also note that the other officers are very

helpful and a big part of the Chapter's success.

When | was elected, | was nervous about speakers
for our meetings, but Diane has done a great job
with this. She’s already got speakers lined up

through the first half of 2013.

It is disappointing no one has come forward. As I
look back on the last three years, there have been
times when it's been a fair amount of work. But |
have to say that, if you're seriously interested in
archaeology as a non-professional, being chapter
president is a very rewarding opportunity to make
real contributions and to deepen personal
relationships with other chapter members and
members of the broader archaeological community.
I'd even say that there are times when it's beem fu
I'm glad that I've had a chance to do it. | also
believe three years is enough and that organization
benefit from fresh ideas.

You will be asked to vote on a major change to
the bylaws for the Williams — Mullen Memorial
Field Study Scholarship Fund. The change is
driven by the fact that we have not been very
successful in the recent past in attracting
applications for grants from the Fund. Hence,
the purpose of the Fund to enhance
archaeological field skills of Chapter and ASV
members -- is not being accomplished. The new
draft bylaws can be found at the end of this
issue of the Datum Point. The draft contains
several significant changes:

(1) it broadens eligibility and removes
previous provisions that give Chapter
members an initial preference;

(2) it refocuses the fund on its original
purpose by eliminating the 2008 amendment
which broadened eligibility to FCPA interns
attending meetings and conferences and to
Chapter members giving presentations at
meetings and conferences;
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(3) it defers the annual application deadline
to May T' and extends the deadline if no
qualifying applications have been received
by then. Your officers unanimously
recommend approval of the draft.

| want to pay tribute to Pam Cressey on the
occasion of her retirement from Alexandria
Archaeology. Pam has been Alexandria City
Archaeologist since 1977. She spoke to the Chapter
recently about her holistic (city-wide) approach to
understanding Alexandria’s past, using archaeology
as only one of several tools, which | found eye-
opening. Recently, several of us talked to Pam
about strengthening ties between Alexandria
Archaeology and the ASV. She was not only
receptive but offered her staff and facility to
organize and conduct an advanced seminar this
Spring on approaches to deriving the “bigger
picture” from individual artifact analysis.
Fortunately, Pam says that she intends to keep on
working part-time in a research and writing
capacity, so we haven't lost her completely.
Thanks, Pam, for all you’'ve done for archaeology in
Northern Virginia. We wish you all the best in you
well deserved retirement.

Lastly, Gay joins me in wishing you all a joyous
and safe holiday season. We hope you will join us
on the 13 for the holiday party.

THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAPTER
VISITS GAULT ...AGAIN!

A “crack crew” from the Northern Virginia Chapter
(Mike Johnson, Becky Garber, Jean Teasdale, CD
Cox, Steve Cox, George and Vicki Monken, Ginger
and Bill McGovern, and John Kelsey) just got back
from a great trip to Gault. Most of the week was
uneventful. But, on the last day, Ginger McGovern
hit a jackpot in the 13,800 BP, pre-Clovis age leve
She discovered a large chert, late stage biface, a
very finely crafted formal spur, another large edge
damaged flake, and two smaller edge damaged
flakes in a small area of her square (see attached
photos). Mike Collins assessed the biface as lgavin
both Clovis and non-Clovis attributes, which would
fit the time frame.
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All of the recovered artifacts were lying flat,
indicating that they had not been disturbed. This i
consistent with the other artifacts from that plane
and the presence of a distinct peak concentration o
smaller debitage also in that plane.
Datum Point

December 2012

HisToORrIC ST. MARY'SCITY MUSEUM
UPCOMING EVENTS

Christmas Comes to St. Mary'sDecemberl, 2, 7,

8, 9, 14, 15, & 16 Celebrate with the first
Marylanders at Town Center. Carols, entertainment,
crafts, and more. Guided tour of holiday traditions
at 1 p.m. On this first weekend, help us deck the
halls.

-Fri., Dec. 14, the Great Mills High School Choir
will perform in the Chapel at noon.

- Sat.,, Dec. 15, the Chesapeake Charter School
Youth Choirwill perform in the Chapel at 2 p.m.
Enjoy a puppet show on Friday and Sunday!10 a.m.
- 4 p.m. Regular admission

Madrigal Dinners December 7,8,9,14,15,16
Feasting, fun, and beautiful music in the beadjful
decorated State House. 6:00 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays. NEW! - 3 p.m. on Sundays. $85 ($80
Friends) Reservations accepted beginning October
2. Contact 240-895-4991 or
events@stmaryscity.org

Little Explorers: Circle of Holidays December 8
Discover the various holidays celebrated at this, t
darkest time of the year — Chanukah, Christmas,
Kwanzaa and more. This educational series is
designed specifically for pre-school age children
ages 3-5 years old and an accompanying adult.
Activities may include story-telling, crafts, songs
and outdoor exploration. Sponsored by CSC.10:00
a.m. - Noon. Shop at Farthing's Ordinary (47414
Old State House Rd.). Fee. $4 per child non-
members, $3 per child members. Accompanying
adult free.

Colonial Times Workshop: Evergreen
Arrangements December 15 Deck the halls with
greens. Learn how to assemble a beautiful
arrangement for either your table or your door. All
materials provided including HSMC boxwood and a
wealth of other greens and accessories. Age 18+
years. 10:00 am— Noon. The Shop at Farthings
Ordinary. Fee: $35 ($25 Friends). Reservation
required by December 12. Call 240-895-4990 or e-
mail info@stmaryscity.org
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The Ellis-Bell Site Excavation

Earlier this year, HFFI received news that a large cache of
stoneware fragments had recently turned up at the site
of the new Amelia Square Townhomes development on
William Street in downtown Fredericksburg.

The find’s significance lay less in the shards themselves
than in what they represented—possible evidence of an
intact, historic stoneware kiln. In fact, historical research
compiled during a 2005 survey of this property had

Volunteers, Jackie Cuyler and Bill Cole,
take a break to pose for a photo.

confirmed that not one, but two separate kilns had once
operated at or near this location during the early 19th
century: a stoneware operation run by Francis Hamilton
Bell in the 1830s and an earlier, circa-1810 brick-making
facility owned by the Ellis family.

Upon learning of the discovery, HFFI, in partnership with
Dovetail Cultural Resource Group, sought and received
approval from the property’s owner, Silver Companies, to
organize a salvage excavation. Over a four-day period in
late October (25th-28th), a team of archaeologists and
more than 30 volunteers raced ahead of hurricane Sandy

to locate the kiln's remains. Based on archival research
and the volume and distribution of stoneware fragments
recovered during the dig, it appears the 1830s kiln
very likely stood along William Street, near its present-
day intersection with Winchester Street, but was later
destroyed during the construction of a new warehouse
at the same location in 1849.

Though the kiln itself was not recovered, the effort
nevertheless proved a huge success. An analysis of the
vessel pieces and wasters the team collected will tell us
a great deal about how and what types of stoneware
were being produced here. The excavation also revealed
evidence of a previously unknown, pre-Civil War structure
on the site and artifacts from the foundations of two
1880s brick townhomes that had burned in a 1914 fire.

This was truly a community-based effort, made possible
by our dedicated volunteers (including many HFFI
members!) and the monetary and in-kind contributions
pledged by private citizens, the City, and several state
and local organizations.

For more details on the project and the site’s history, check out this
article from Fredericksburg.com: http://blogs.fredericksburg.com/
newsdesk/2012/10/08/19th-century-pottery-site-is-major-find/.

HFFI's dedicated team
of volunteers!

Matthew Kelly

Primavera
Dovetail Cultural : "
Silver Companies
Resource Group
Virginia Department
of Historic Resources

(DHR)

G. L. White Portable
Toilets

City of Fredericksburg

Ferry Farm & George
Washington Foundation

Fredericksburg Area Museum
and Cultural Center

HISTORIC FREDERICKSBURG FOUNDATION, INC. 3
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The following is the proposed
revisions to the scholarship fund
to be voted on at the December
12" meeting.

ELEANOR
STuDY

THE JULIAN WILLIAMS AND
MULLEN M EMORIAL FIELD
SCHOLARSHIP

I. Purpose

The purpose of the field study scholarship is tovjte
limited financial support to individual members thie
Archeological Society of Virginia (ASV) seeking to
enhance their archaeological field skills through
attendance at field schools that meet the criteria
described below. This will enhance the level of
archaeological knowledge among the ASV members
through the scholarship recipienpersonal sharing with
the ASV.

Il. Name

The scholarship will be known as the Julian Willam
and Eleanor Mullen Memorial Field Study Scholarship
and is sponsored by the Northern Virginia Chapter
(NVC) of the ASV.

I1l. Finances

The scholarship will be funded through a legself-
sustaining contributory fund. The Archeological Bo¢
of Virginia is a certified 501(c)(3) tax exempt
organization

Contibutions will be made annually from the NVC
treasury, in an amount necessary to cover theigdfic
any, between the income generated by the fund fand t
amount necessary to pay the scholarship amount.

Contributions will be also solicited from busingss
government, and individuals, and accepted as vatynt

The NVC Treasurer will maintain accurate, current
financial records of contributions to and awardsdena
from the fund, and will include this information part

of a financial report required under the NVC bylaws
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Not more than two awards will be given in any cdim
year, and the total amount of the awards in a yéabe
limited to an amount that is the lesser of $40@025%

of the corpus of the fund; however, the NVC Schaigr
Committee may recommend to the NVC Executive
Board and the membership a higher amount, not to
exceed $750.00 or 25% of the corpus funmhder
exceptional circumstances in which the potentialelfies

to the ASV are deemed to justify the higher levielhe
request.

The scholarship award may be used for: tuition faed;
travel, lodging, and subsistence expenses; equipameh
supplies to be used by the recipient during thd Beudy
experience; or any other legitimate expense thatese
to enhance the field study experience.

IV. Administration

The field study scholarship program will be mainea
and amended in accordance with the bylaws of thE NV
or by a simple majority vote of the NVC membersaip

a general NVC meeting if the NVC scholarship bylaws
do not apply.

The program will be administered by the NVC
Scholarship Committee, with the NVC vice-presidasit
its chairperson.

V. Eligibility

To be eligible for consideration for the scholapsttie
applicant must be a member of the ASV in good
standing for at least four months prior to the aaion
deadline date of May 1.

To provide opportunity to the maximum number of
members, preference will be given to applicants who
have not received scholarship funding during the
previous three calendar years; however, this dags n
preclude a qualified applicant who has receivedstip
during the previous three years from applying and
receiving scholarship funds if no one else applies.

To encourage archaeological skill development at th
entry level, preference will be given to applicamsose
primary employment is not in the field of archaepip
however, this does not preclude a qualified apptica
whose primary employment is in archaeology from
applying if no one else applies.

The award will not be given to anyone who is a paid
staff member of the field school for which suppiwt
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sought. No applicant will be considered eligibler fo
support under this program unless and until all
commitments associated with any previous award unde
the program have been met.

VI. Field School

The field school must be sponsored by an organizati
whose goals and precepts are compatible with tbbse
the ASV and is recognized as legitimate by the
archaeological profession. This may be an education
institution, a government agency, or other entityblic

or private.

The NVC Scholarship Committee will give preferemae
fields schools located in Virginia.

VII. Commitments of the Award Recipient
A recipient of the award must:

Attend the proposed field school for which the
scholarship has been awarded and provide
documentation that such attendance took place;

Provide the NVC Treasurer with an accounting
of the expenditure of the scholarship funds on a
form to be provided by the NVC, with
appropriate documentation;

Turn over to the NVC any non-expendable

equipment or supplies with an initial cost of

more than $100.00 that were purchased with
scholarship funds, except as recommended
otherwise by the NVC Scholarship Committee

and approved by the NVC Executive Board and
a majority vote of the NVC membership;

Make an oral presentation concerning the field
school experience to the NVC at a chapter
meeting, or ASV membership at the Annual
Meeting. An oral presentation, which is

preferable, will be made at a general chapter
meeting, last a minimum of 20 minutes, and
include appropriate visual aids. Alternatively,

the recipient would produce a written report
describing his or her participation in the project,

including specifics such as the location, duration
Datum Point
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of project type of artifacts retrieved, or other
relevant information. The report should be at
least three pagedoubled spaced, in Times New
Roman, 12 point, or an equivalent format
lllustrations, photos, chartgraphs, and other
visual pieces should not be included in the page
count The recipient may make use of assistance
from NVC or ASV members in preparing an
oral or written report. The report would be
published in the NVC'®atum Pointand/or the
ASV’s Newsletter and possibly the ASV's
Quarterly Bulletin if the length and quality
meets the requirements of the QB.

These above stated commitments will be agreed to in
writing by the scholarship recipient at the timetbé
award. The recipient will agree to repay the fuiidbe
commitment is not fulfilled.

VIII. Application and Selection Process

The scholarship program and procedures for applying
will be announced in the January, February and Marc
issues of the NVC newslettBratum Point and theASV
Newsletter and any of the other ASV newsletters or
mailing processes.

The applicant must submit by the application deedli
date a complete application using the form provibdgd
the NVC, including a description of the field schéar
which support is being requested.

The NVC Scholarship Committee will review all
applications received by the deadline date and will
evaluate them with particular attention to the @pétted
future benefits to be derived by the ASV as a tesil
the recipient's field study experience.

The NVC Scholarship Committee's choice of recipient
will be announced on or before the June issue ef th
Datum Point and ASV Newsletter and the NVC
membership's approval of the NVC Scholarship
Committee's recommendation will be sought.

If by the May 1 deadline, no applications have been

received, the deadline will be extended until a
satisfactory application is submittadd accepted.
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President Kelsey, we bid you adieu after
three years at the helm! You have been a
great president, great leader, and great
avocational archaeologist showing the NVC
many new things and places. You have dug
beside us, screened with us, talked with us
(and to us!), and been friends to us! We
know you will make a great addition to the

elected ASV Board and we also know we

haven’t seen the last of you (dang it!)!
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NVC/ASV CHAPTER OFFICERS

President John Kelsey jkelsey@cox.net
703-922-8107

Vice-Presidents  Will and Wilke wilkenelson@gmail.com

Nelson

Treasurer C.K. Gailey treas@nvcasv.org

Corresponding Maggie Johnson stillmaggie@cox.net

Sec. 703-455-6902

Recording Sec.  Felicia Glapion glapfkl1@yahoo.com

Editor Patrick O’Neill patrickloneill@verizon.net
703-249-9593

Fairfax County Archaeology (FCPA)

Dr. Elizabeth Crowell elizabeth.crowell@fairfaxcounty.gov
703-534-3881

Other Public Archaeological Programs in N. Va.

Mount Esther White  ewhite@mountvernon.org

Vernon

Gunston Hall  Dave Shonyo archaeology@gunstonhall.org
703-550-0441

Alexandria Pam Cressey pamela.cressey@alexandriava.gf

Museum 703-838-4399 (information)

THE DATUM POINT

Northern Virginia Chapter
Archeological Society of Virginia
2855 Annandale Rd.

Falls Church, VA 22042

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

NVC/ASVY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

Phone:

ADDRESS:

Individual ($15) New_
Student ($5)
Family ($17) _ | Renewal____

Return to:

NVC/Archeological Society of Virginia
2855 Annandale Rd.

Falls Church, VA 22042

Chapter _members __should __join __our _parent

organization, the Archeological Society of Virginia

asv-archeology.org

The Chapter meets at 7:30p.m. on the 2 nd

Wed. of each month at the James Lee Center
at the above address.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!!!




